
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Drukair Takes Delivery of Latest Generation ATR 42-600 

 
Airline renews fleet with turboprop featuring cutting-edge avionics  

for performance in challenging conditions 
  

Toulouse, 22 October, 2019 – Bhutanese national flag-carrier Drukair today took delivery of its brand new 
ATR 42-600 aircraft. The latest-generation turboprop aircraft, which will be used on the airline’s domestic 
and international routes, was chosen for its outstanding operational performance in challenging conditions. 
The airline’s ATR serves small airports in the Himalayan Mountains and links Bhutan with Kathmandu, 
Kolkata and Dhaka. Through the introduction of the -600 series’ latest generation Standard 3 avionics suite, 
Drukair will benefit from RNP AR 0.3/0.3 which further enhances airfield accessibility and operational 
performance. Drukair’s ATR is equipped with the ClearVision™ system, which will provide pilots with 
outstanding vision and situational awareness. The aircraft will feature a very comfortable 40-seat cabin with 
generous pitch and stowage. 
 
Tandi Wangchuk, Chief Executive Officer of Drukair said: “We have been flying an ATR aircraft since 2011, 
its versatility and operational reliability have made it the ideal aircraft. When evaluating how to improve on 
this performance, it makes sense to upgrade to the latest-generation and we look forward to introducing 
these evolutions to our passengers. Particularly the modern Armonia cabin which will provide even more 
comfort to everyone on board.” 
 
ATR Chief Executive Officer, Stefano Bortoli said: “There are few things more satisfying than seeing a loyal 
customer renew and upgrade its ATR fleet. This delivery once more shows the impact of our policy of 
continuous development which ensures that when we introduce new products and innovations, they offer 
real quality and value to our family of operators. Delivering regional connectivity in the challenging 
operational conditions of Bhutan and its neighbouring countries takes a special aircraft and the ATR 42-600 
is the perfect fit.”  
 
ATR’s market estimates forecast that 1,200 30-50 seat aircraft will soon need to be replaced as older and 
inefficient aircraft come to the end of their lives. The ATR 42-600 is the ideal and modern solution to cater 
for this need and ensure that essential connectivity is maintained for local communities all over the world.  

 
About Drukair – Royal Bhutan Airlines  
Drukair is a Royal Government of Bhutan Owned Airline run by the Investment Wing, Druk Holding & 
Investments Ltd. The national Airline of the Kingdom of Bhutan operates a schedule network within the 
South Asian region from its Head Quarters at Paro, a picturesque Valley in Western Bhutan. The Capital, 
Thimphu is a 60 minute drive away. Drukair currently operates with three A319s and an ATR 42-500. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About ATR:  
ATR is the world number one regional aircraft manufacturer with its ATR 42 and 72 aircraft the best-selling 
aircraft in the less than 90-seat market segment. In 2018 the company had a turnover of US$1.8 billion. 
The unifying vision of the company’s 1,400 employees is to help everyone, no matter where they are in the 
world, to connect and develop in a responsible manner. Thanks to the efficiency of turboprop technology 
and the benefits of the company’s focus on continuous innovation, ATRs open more than 100 new routes 
every year, burn up to 40% less fuel and emit up to 40% less CO2 than regional jets. For all of these 
reasons, ATRs have been chosen by some 200 companies in 100 countries around the world. ATR is a 
joint-venture between Airbus and Leonardo.  
For more information, please visit http://www.atr-aircraft.com and www.atr-intolife.com.  
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