
 

 
 

ATR predicts a need for at least 2,450 new turboprops to address 

a global demand for lower emission and affordable connectivity  

 Aircraft replacement is greatest driver for deliveries 

 Second biggest factor is new route creation, enhancing regional mobility  

 Additional demand for freighters will come also from an acceleration of e-commerce  
 

Farnborough, 19th July 2022 – ATR, the world’s leading regional aircraft manufacturer 
predicts demand for at least 2,450 turboprop aircraft over the next 20 years meeting the increasing 

demand for regional connections and lower emission air transport. This is according to the company’s 
first global market forecast since 2018, presented today at the Farnborough Airshow.  

The report, which covers the 2022 to 2041 period, predicts a strong return to business after a 

challenging two years for the aviation industry. 

Fabrice Vautier, SVP Commercial at ATR says: “The forecast demonstrates that essential 

connectivity is needed both for emerging and mature markets now and in the future.  The biggest 

driver of demand is airlines modernising their fleets to meet the highest environmental standards 

while making air transport accessible to all.  Replacements will account for seven out of ten new 

aircraft, the remainder will be deployed to enhance regional mobility and connectivity through new 

routes.”  

Today turboprops make up around 40 per cent of the regional passenger fleet. The forecast predicts 

that the global fleet of turboprop passenger aircraft with at least 30 seats will rise from 1950  in 2022 

to 2660 in 2041 – an increase of around 36 per cent. The biggest rise being in Asia Pacific, China 

and Latin America. 

The report also identifies the growing role of air cargo. Freighters have come to play an essential role 

in supporting regional communities, partly due to the acceleration of the digital economy and e-

commerce.    

The forecast highlights that with turboprops making up to 94 per cent of the regional freighter fleet, 

this presents an important area of opportunity for the industry. The global fleet of turboprop freighters 

is predicted to rise from 380 in 2021 to 550 in 2041 – an increase of 45 per cent. 

South East Asia, China and Latin America have been identified as areas of increased regional 

demand, as customer expectations for faster delivery expands beyond key primary gateways in each 

region.  

An additional factor driving future demand in turboprops: their ability to address the changing 

regulatory environment created by climate challenge. Increasing fuel prices, growing carbon taxation, 

as well as greater passenger demand for lower emission travel all mean that the aviation industry is 

naturally favouring low-carbon emitting aircraft such as turboprops. Even today, if all regional jets in 

Europe were replaced by turboprops, the reduction of CO2 emissions would be equivalent to the 



 

 
 

amount of CO2 removed by a forest of around 5000 km2, more or less the size of the Balearic 

Islands! 

The report concludes that new disruptive technologies, likely to be adopted from 2030 onwards, 

will further bring turboprops to the forefront of the aviation industry, helping play a vital role in 

connecting people and businesses and driving economic growth around the globe.   

Click here to access the Market Forecast 

 

To stay up-to-date with all of ATR’s activities during the Farnborough Airshow, follow us on our website, Twitter 

(@atraircraft), Linkedin (ATR), Instagram (atraircraft) and Facebook (@atraircraft).  

#ATRIntoLife #AVGeeks #FIA #FIA2022 

 

About ATR ATR is the world number one regional aircraft manufacturer with its ATR 42 and 72 aircraft the best-
selling aircraft in the less than 90-seat market segment. The unifying vision of the company’s employees 
is to help everyone, no matter where they are in the world, to connect and develop in a responsible 
manner. Thanks to the efficiency of turboprop technology and the benefits of the company’s focus on 
continuous innovation, ATR aircraft open more than 100 new routes on average every year, burn up to 
40% less fuel and emit up to 40% less CO2 than regional jets. For all of these reasons, ATR aircraft have 
been chosen by some 200 companies in 100 countries around the world. ATR is a joint-venture between 
Airbus and Leonardo. For more information, please visit www.atr-aircraft.com. 
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